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(57) ABSTRACT 

An approach for providing image rejection during signal 
down conversion involves phase shifting quadrature signals 
at a frequency other than the down converted center fre- 
quency. One or more phase shifters coupled to a summer/ 
sub tractor provide forty five (45) degrees and one hundred 
thirty five (135) degrees of phase shift with respect to two 
quadrature input signals. The one or more phase shifters 
perform the phase shifts of the quadrature input signals at a 
frequency other than the center frequency of the down- 
converted signal. 

15 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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FREQUENCY OFFSET IMAGE REJECTION 

HELD OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to signal processing, and more $ 
specifically, to image rejection in signal down converters. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Communication system receivers often employ image 
rejection to remove undesired information from received 10 
signals. The term "image rejection" is well known in the art 
to refer to the removal of certain undesirable information, 
such as a particular frequency band. In the context of 
wireless telephony, an example of undesired information is 
a conversation carried on another channel 15 

Image rejection in receivers has traditionally been pro- 
vided by passive filters. More recently, image rejection is 
being implemented in receiver down converters to ease the 
rejection requirements of preceding passive filters. As is 
well known in the art, receiver down converters process a 20 
received signal and generate a down-converted signal hav- 
ing a lower frequency. A conventional receiver down con- 
verter is described with reference to FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a conventional 
image reject down converter arrangement 100. A received 
signal s(t)j is processed by a passive filter 102 that removes 
undesirable information from signal s(i) 1 and provides a 
filtered signal s^)/. One example of a passive filter that is 
typically used for passive filter 102 is a surface acoustic 3Q 
wave (SAW) filter. Filtered signal s(t) l ' is provided to an 
automatic gain controller (AGC) 106 that adjusts the gain of 
signal s(t)' to provide an output signal s(t)/. The gain of 
signal s(t)j" provided by AGC 106 is selected to be com- 
patible with, i.e. not saturate, a band-pass (BP) filter 122 that 
is described in more detail hereinafter. 

Signal s(tV is provided to an image reject mixer 107. 
Within image reject mixer 107, signal sO)/ 1 is provided to a 
mixer 108 along with a signal s LO generated by a local 
oscillator 110 and having a frequency of i LO , Mixer 108 ^ 
generates a signal V/. Signal s LO is also provided to a phase 
shifter 112 that generates a phase shifted signal s LO ' that is 
ninety (90) degrees out of phase with respect to signal s lo . 
Multiple phase shifters are sometimes employed to provide 
the signals s i0 and s to x so long as the total phase shift 45 
between signals & LO and s LO ' is ninety (90) degrees. For 
example, two phase shifters providing phase shifts of plus 
forty five (+45) degrees and minus forty five (-45) degrees 
may be employed. 

A mixer 114 combines signal s(\) x " with phase shifted 50 
signal s LO * and generates a signal V Q \ Signal V/ is ninety 
(90) degrees out of phase with respect to signal \ Q \ Signal 
V/ is processed by a phase shifter 116 that generates a signal 
V f that is forty five (45) degrees out of phase with respect to 
signal Vy. A phase shifter 118 processes signal V Q ' and 55 
provides a signal V Q that is one hundred thirty-five (135) 
degrees out of phase with respect to signal V c \ Thus, phase 
shifters 116 and 118 provide an additional ninety (90) 
degrees of phase shift of the unwanted image information 
contained in signals V 7 and V Q . 60 

Signals V 7 and V Q are provided to a summer/sub tractor 
120 that selects either an upper or lower side band to be 
removed. Summet/subtractor 120 provides a down-mixed 
signal V IF having a center frequency of f /F . Signal V JF is 
processed by BP filter 122 centered at frequency i IF that 65 
provides a filtered signal V^' to a conventional demodulator 
124. 
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FIG. 2A contains a chart 200 illustrating the spectrum of 
the conventional image reject down converter 100 of FIG. 1 
for a down-converted signal having a relatively high center 
frequency (i [F ). The gain of passive filter 102 is represented 
by line 202. Thus, the desired information in the form of a 
lower side band 204, centered around the receiver frequency 
f^ , is not removed by passive filter 102, since line 202 has 
a high cut-off at the lower £3 and upper f 4 edges of lower side 
band 204. However, the unwanted image in the form of an 
upper side band 206, centered around an image frequency 
i SM , is removed by passive filter 102, which has minimal 
gain (maximum attenuation) at the lower f 2 and upper f 2 
edges of sideband 206. The difference between the image 
frequency (f /M ) and the local oscillator frequency (f^,) is the 
same as the difference in frequency between the local 
oscillator frequency (f LO ) and the reference frequency (f^). 
Summer/subtractor 120 is used to select either upper side 
band 206 or lower side band 204 to be removed from the 
received signal as follows: 

(removes upper side band) 

(removes lower side band) 

A recent trend has been to implement communication 
system receivers as integrated devices, sometimes referred 
to as "on chip" receivers, to reduce their size and manufac- 
turing costs. One approach for implementing receivers on 
integrated devices is to reduce the center frequency of the 
down-converted signal so that the demodulators can be 
integrated at a much smaller current However, there are 
several drawbacks with using conventional down converter 
arrangement 100 for down-converted signals having lower 
center frequencies. Specifically, as the center frequency of 
down-converted signals is decreased, the upper and lower 
side bands 206 and 204 are closer to the local oscillator 
frequency (f LO ). As the upper and lower side bands 206 and 
204 move closer to the local oscillator frequency (£ LO ), the 
image rejection near the image frequencies to be removed 
can become insufficient to remove the entire image band due 
to roll-off in passive filter 102. 

FIG. 2B contains a chart 210 that illustrates the spectrum 
of image reject down converter 100 for a down-converted 
signal having a relatively low center frequency (f /jr ), of 
about 4 times the signal bandwidth. As illustrated by chart 
210, upper side band 206 is not filtered in the same manner 
as in FIG. 2(a), The upper side band is no longer sufficiently 
removed by passive filter 102 since upper side band 206 is 
situated in the roll-off region of filter 102. Particularly, the 
upper edge f 2 and lower edge f, side band 206 are not 
equally filtered by passive filter 102 for down-converted 
signals having relatively low center frequencies (f /F ). Thus, 
the upper side band 206 is not completely cut off as in FIG, 
2(a), and the partial attenuation which does occur is 
asymmetric, with the amplitude of the lower edge f, and 
upper edges f 2 being different. 

FIG. 3 is a chart 300 illustrating image rejection provided 
by image reject mixer 107 (indicated by line 302), passive 
filter 102 (indicated by line 304), BP filter 122 (indicated by 
line 305), and the total image rejection of image reject mixer 
107, passive filter 102, and BP filter 122 (indicated by line 
306). The attenuation provided by image reject mixer 107 
(line 302) is centered at F IF , the location of which is 
represented by point 308. FIG. 3 does not necessarily 
completely and accurately illustrate the image rejection of 
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image reject down converter 100 and filter 102, and is hundred eighty (180) degrees out of phase with respect to the 
provided to convey the limitations and asymmetric image undesired image information contained in the second phase- 
rejection characteristics of image reject down converter 100 shifted signal. A down-converted signal is generated based 
and filter 102. upon the first and second phase-shifted signals, the down- 
Where: 5 converted signal representing either a sum of the first and 
f^ is the receiver signal frequency, second phase-shifted signals or a difference of the first and 
t M is the image frequency band to be removed, sccond phase-shifted signals. Hie generation of the first and 
_ . , . _ , , . second phase -shifted signals involves performing a phase 
l IF b the center frequency of the down-mixed signal, shift of the first and second input signals at a frequency other 
fj is the lower edge of image band, and 10 them a center frequency of the down-converted signal. 
4 is the upper edge of image band Embodiments of the invention described herein provide 
men several advantages over prior approaches for providing 

image rejection during signal down conversion. The 

Lcr R r+ir> embodiments provide relatively equal image rejection at 

and 15 both the upper and lower edges of the frequency band for 

down-converted signals having relatively low center fre- 

fi>rtLo+fiHRi*i*fiF> quencies. The frequency at which the additional ninety (90) 

As is illustrated by chart 300, image rejection at f, is de 6 ree P hase ^ P rovid ° d ^ lbe jjf e shifters described 
different (asymmetric) from the image rejection at fc. In „ hereinafter can be adjusted or tuned for a specific receiver 
addition, the worst case image rejection is often unaccept- 20 P rov,de favorable ,ma f re ^ tt ° n 35 desc " bed her ? m - 
able for certain applications. For example, the worst case ^ us * of down-converted signals having relatively low 
image rejection is typically less than seventy (70) decibels ceDter ^quencies allows the integration of the demodula- 
(dB) at f,l, which is unsuitable for many communication tors al a ™<* lower current consumption or power con- 
systems, such as wireless telephony. Therefore, the conven- „ sum P? on ' In Edition, the embodiments described herein 
tional approach for providing image rejection in signal down 25 P rovlde \ wotst case re J ectlon of better lhaD 70 dB wh, ' h ,s 
converters does not provide adequate image rejection for sui,able for ^ commumcation apphcations, such as 
down-converted signals having relatively low center fire- wire ess e e P on Y' 

quencies (f /jr ). Other aspects and features of the invention will become 

Accordingly, based upon the need for image rejection 3Q apparent from the following description and claims, 

receiver down converters and the limitations in prior DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
approaches, an approach for performing image rejection m 

receiver down converters that produces symmetric image Embodiments of the invention are illustrated by way of 

rejection at the upper and lower image band edges while example, and not by way of limitation, in the figures of the 

providing a worst case image rejection level suitable for 3S accompanying drawings and in which like reference numer- 

wireless communication applications is highly desirable. als refer to similar elements and in which: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION . FIG - 1 * fi a block . dia 8 ram " in S a conventional 

image reject filter and image reject down converter mixer 
This and other needs are met by embodiments of the arrangement; 
invention, which provide an image reject down converter 40 FIG. 2A is a chart illustrating the image rejection char- 
comprising: one or more phase shifters responsive to first acteristics of the image reject down converter mixer and 
and second input signals for generating first and second fitter arrangement of FIG. 1 for down-converted signals 
phase-shifted signals, wherein the first input signal is about having a relatively high center frequencies; 
ninety (90) degrees out of phase with respect to the second FIG. 2B is a chart illustrating the image rejection char- 
input signal and wherein the undesired image information 45 acteristicsof the image reject down converter mixer arrange- 
contained in the first phase-shifted signal is about one ment of FIG. 1 for down-converted signals having relatively 
hundred eighty (180) degrees out of phase with respect to the bw cemer frequencies; 
undesired image information contained in the second phase- _ . . •« \ • , <• 
shifted signal A summer/subtractor is coupled to the one or . FIG - 3 15 a . S ra P b Pirating the frequency response of the 
more phase shifters and is responsive to the first and second 50 ™ age 1 rejectl0D Bttt aDd mv rejeCtl0n d0WD COnVerter ° f 
phase-shifted signals for generating a down-converted sig- ' 

nal that represents either a sum of the first and second FIG 4 15 a block dia g ram illustrating an image reject 

phase-shifted signals or a difference of the first and second down converter arrangement according to an embodiment of 

phase-shifted signals. The generation of the first and second the invention; 

phase-shifted signals by the one or more phase shifters 55 FIG - 5 « a b l° ck diagram schematically illustrating a 

involves a phase shift of the first and second input signals at circuit implementation of a phase shifter used in the image 

a frequency other than a center frequency of the down- reject down converter arrangement of FIG. 4 according to an 

converted signal. embodiment of the invention; and 

The earlier stated needs are also met by another aspect of FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating the frequency response of the 

the present invention, which provides a method for rejecting 60 image rejection down converter of FIG. 4 according to an 

an image from a received signal. The method comprises the embodiment of the invention, 
steps of receiving first and second input signals, the first 
input signal being about ninety (90) degrees out of phase 
with respect to the second input signal. First and second 

phase-shifted signals are generated based upon the first and 65 In the following description, for the purposes of 

second input signals, the undesired image information con- explanation, specific details are set forth in order to provide 

tained in the first phase-shifted signal being about one a thorough understanding of the invention. However, it will 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
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be apparent that the invention may be practiced without capacitor 506 is connected between node 504 and a ground 

these specific details. In other instances, well-known stmc- 508. Another capacitor 510 is connected between INPUT 

cures and devices are depicted in block diagram form in and a node 512> A res istor 514 is connected between node 

order to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the invention^ m ^ mc d 50g m m ^ 

The present invention provides image rejection during 5 u ff fU(U ,. c . , . t » «. ■ 
signal down conversion thit involves phlse shifting quadra a buffer 516 is preferably a unity gain buffer, having a 
ture signals at a frequency other than the down converted non-inverting (+) input and an inverting (-) inpuL The 
center frequency. This approach provides asymmetric image non-inverting (+) input of buffer 516 is connected to node 
rejection over the image band to equalize role-off and 512. The inverting (-) input of buffer 516 is connected to 
attenuation of preceding passive filters, thereby providing 10 node 504. The output of buffer 516 is connected to the 
equal image rejection at both the upper and lower edges of OUTPUT of all-pass network 500. 
the image band while improving upon the worst case rejec- 
tion in the image band. Th e specific component values for resistors 502, 514 and 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an image reject capacitors 506, 510 are selected based upon the particular 

down converter arrangement 400 according to an embodi- frequency at which the ninety (90) degree phase shift 

ment of the invention. A received signal s(i) 1 is processed by between signals V/ and V Q f is to be provided. According to 

a passive filler 402 that removes undesirable information prior approaches, the component values for safe phase 

from signal s(t) a and provides a filtered signal s^'. One shifters are selected to provide a phase shift around the 

example of a passive filter that is typically used for passive center frequency of the down-converted signal. However, 

filter 402 is a surface acoustic wave (SAW) filter. The gain embodiments of the invention as described herein include 

of filtered signal s(t)/ is adjusted by an automatic gain selecting the components for phase shifters 416 and 418 so 

controller (AGC) 406 that adjusts the gain of signal sO); to mat ^ additiona l ninety ( 90 ) degrees of phase shift between 

provide an output signal s(t)/ Hie gain of signal s(t)/ sigQals v , and v , provided by phase shifters 416 and 418 

provided by AGC 406 is selected to be compatible with, Le. ^ fonned a fo^y olher than the ^nler 

not saturate a band-pass (BP) filter 422. ^ ^ of ^ down . CODVerted signaL According to an 

Signal s(t)/ is provided to an image reject mixer in embodiment of the invention, the frequency at which the 

accordance with an embodiment of the invention. hase &m fa tQ bc CCDtcred ig defincd as foIlows: 

Specifically, signal s(t) 1 " is provided to a mixer 408 along r 
with a signal s LO generated by a local oscillator 410 and 

having a frequency of t LO , Mixer 408 generates a signal V/. 3Q fir'-fir^r 
Signal s LO is also provided to a phase shifter 412 that 

generates a phase shifted signal s LO ' that is ninety (90) where: 

degrees out of phase with respect to signal s lo . Multiple f , is (he f & , which , he ^ &m ^ to be 

phase shifters may be employed in place of phase shifter 412 centered 

to provide the signals & LO and & LO * so long as the total phase - ' 

shift between signals s LO and s LO * is ninety (90) degrees. & *e <*nter frequency of the down-converted signal, 

A mixer 414 combines signal s(t)," with phase shifted an< * 

signal s L o and generates a signal V Q \ Signal V/ is ninety A F is the frequency offset by which the phase shift is to 

(90) degrees out of phase with respect to signal V Q \ Signal be shifted from the center frequency of the down- 

V/ is processed by a phase shifter 416 that generates a signal ^ converted signaL The value for A F varies with the 

V, that is forty five (45) degrees out of phase with respect to receiver frequency bandwidth and image frequency 

signal V/. A phase shifter 418 processes signal V G ' and bandwidth and may be positive or negative depending 

provides a signal V Q that is one hundred thirty-five (135) upon whether an upper or lower side band is to be 

degrees out of phase with respect to signal V c '. Thus, phase removed from the received signal, 

shifters 416 and 418 provide an additional ninety (90) 45 ^ values for res istors 502 and 514 and capacitors 506 

degrees of phase shift of the unwanted image information and 510 for hase shifter 418 are determined by me follow _ 

contained in signals V 7 and V e . ^ equation: 

Signals V 7 and V G are provided to a summer/subtractor 

420 that selects either upper side band 206 or lower side 2.4] 42 (1) 

band 204 to be removed to generate the down-converted 50 c= 2g*/?»/' 

signal. Summer/subtractor 420 provides a down-mixed sig* ,F 
rial V JF having a center frequency of t JF . Signal V /F is 

processed by BP filter 422 centered at frequency f 7F that The values for resistors 502 and 514 and capacitors 506 

provides a filtered signal V /F ! to an integrated demodulator and 510 for phase shifter 416 are determined by the follow- 

424. 55 m g equation: 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a circuit implementation 500 

for phase shifters 416 and 418 according to an embodiment 1 (2) 

of the invention. When used in phase shifters 416 and 418 c ~ 2.4142. 2** R*f{ P 
circuit implementation 500 provide a phase shift of ninety 

(90) degrees between signals V/ and V G ' at a frequency 50 

other than the center frequency of the down-converted Where <<R " is the value of resistors 502 and 514, and "C 

signal. This provides asymmetric image rejection of the is the value of capacitors 506 and 510. 

upper and lower edges of the image band to compensate for For example, where: 

role-off in the attenuation of a proceeding passive filter. In fjyr-85 MHz, and f /F -60 KHz, a L F of about 8 KHz has 

addition, the worst case rejection is significantly improved. 65 been found to be suitable. Thus for a of 52 KHz the 

Circuit 500 is an all -pass network that includes a resistor component values for phase shifters 416 and 418 are as 

502 connected between an INPUT and a node 504. A follows: 
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phase shifter 416 (45° phase shift) phase shifter 418 (135° phase shift) 
resistors 502 and 514: 100K ohms resistors 502 and 514: 100K ohms 
capacitors 506 and 510: 12.7 pF capacitors 506 and 510: 73.9 pF 



FIG. 6 is a chart 600 illustrating the image rejection 
provided by image reject mixer 407 (indicated by line 602), 
passive filter 402 (indicated by line 604), BP filter 422 
(indicated by line 605), and the total of image reject mixer 
407, passive filler 402, and BP filter 122 (indicated by line 
606). The attenuation provided by image reject mixer 407 
(line 602) is centered at l JF -k F , the location of which on line 
602 is rep reseated by point 608. FIG. 6 does not necessarily 
completely and accurately illustrate the image rejection of 
image reject down converter 400 and is provided to convey 
the superior symmetric image rejection characteristics of 
image reject down converter 400 relative to conventional 
image reject down converters. 
Where: 

is the receiver signal frequency, 
i lM is the image frequency band to be removed, 
l lF is the center frequency of the down-mixed signal, 
f a is the lower edge of the image band, and 
f 2 is the upper edge of the image band, 
then 

fLcffitr+ffri 

and 

As is illustrated by chart 600, the image rejection at the 
image frequency f : is similar (symmetric) to the image 
rejection at f 2 . In addition, the worst case image rejection is 
improved to better than 70 dB, which is suitable for most 
telecommunication applications, such as wireless telephony 
applications. These significant performance improvements 
are provided by phase shifting the received signal at a 
frequency other than the down-converted signal to compen- 
sate for the inability of passive filter 402 to remove the 
image equally over the image band when the center fre- 
quency of the down-converted signal is relatively low. Thus, 
the combination of the filtering provided by passive filter 
402 and the image rejection provided by phase shifting the 
received signal at a frequency other than the center fre- 
quency of the down-converted signal provides the symmet- 
ric image rejection and worst case image rejection levels as 
described herein. 

Although embodiments of the invention have been 
described in the context of image reject down converter 
arrangement 400, passive filter 402 and AGC 406 are not 
required for applications where a filtered and gain- adjusted 
signal is provided to mixers 408 and 414. Moreover, mixers 
408 and 414, local oscillator 410 and phase shifter 412, 
which together comprise the first phase shifter module, are 
not required for applications where quadrature signals Vy. 
and V Q ., having a ninety (90) degree phase shift with respect 
to each other, are provided to phase shifters 416 and 418. 

The approach described herein for providing image rejec- 
tion during signal down conversion provides several advan- 
tages over prior approaches for providing image rejection 
during signal down conversion. The approach provides 
relatively equal image rejection at both the upper and lower 
edges of the frequency band for down -converted signals 
having relatively low center frequencies. The frequency (f /JP ) 
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at which the additional ninety (90) degree phase shift 
provided by phase shifters 416 and 418 can be adjusted or 
"tuned" for a specific receiver to provide the favorable 
image rejection as described herein The use of down- 

5 converted signals having relatively low center frequencies 
allows the integration of the demodulator at a much lower 
current. In addition, the approach provides a worst case 
rejection of better than 70 dB which is suitable for many 
communication applications such as wireless telephony. For 

10 example, embodiments of the invention are applicable to 
any frequency range, but are particularly well suited for 
communication systems operating in the eight hundred to 
about nine hundred (800-900) MHz frequency range. 
In the foregoing specification, the invention has been 

15 described with reference to specific embodiments thereof. It 
will, however, be evident that various modifications and 
changes may be made thereto without departing from the 
broader spirit and scope of the invention. The specification 
and drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded in an illus- 

20 trative rather than a restrictive sense. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A phase shifter for providing a phase shift between a 
phase shifter input and a phase shifter output, the phase 
shifter comprising: 
25 a first resistor connected between the phase shifter input 
and a first node; 
a first capacitor connected between the first node and a 
ground; 

a second capacitor connected between the phase shifter 
30 input and a second node; 

a second resistor connected between the second node and 
a ground; and 

a difference amplifier having a first input, a second input, 
3S and an output that corresponds to a difference between 
the first and second input, 
the second input connected to the second node, 
the first input connected to the first node and 
the output connected to the phase shifter output. 
^ 2. The phase shifter as recited in claim 1, wherein values 
for the first and the second capacitors are determined by the 
following equation: 

2.4142 

45 " 2n*R*f( F 

where "R" represents a value of the first and second resistors 
and i JF ' is the frequency at which the first and second input 
signals are phase shifted. 
50 3. The phase shifter as recited in claim 1, wherein values 
for the first and the second capacitors are determined by the 
following equation: 

1 

55 ° = 14142* In+R + fo 

where "R" represents a value of the first and second resistors 
and i 1F % is the frequency at which the first and second input 
60 signals are phase shifted. 

4. An image reject down converter which receives a 
filtered signal (s^)/) from a filter, the filter receiving a 
signal (s(t) 1 t ) and having a roll-off frequency region in which 
the attenuation of the signal (s(t)j') varies with frequency, 
65 said down converter comprising: 

an input phase shifter module which receives the filtered 
signal (5(1)!") and outputs a first intermediate signal 
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(Vi*) and a second intermediate signal (Vq'), the second 
intermediate signal (Vq') being 90 degrees out of phase 
with the first intermediate signal (Vi'); 

first and second phase shifters coupled to the phase shifter 
module, the first phase shifter phase shifting the first 5 
intermediate signal (Vi*) to provide a first phase shifted 
signal (Vi) and the second phase shifter phase shifting 
the second intermediate signal (Vq*) to provide a sec- 
ond phase shifted signal (Vq), the second phase shifted 
signal (Vq) being phase shifted 180 degrees relative to 1° 
the first phase shifted signal (Vi); and 

a device coupled to the first and second phase shifters and 
responsive to the first and second phase shifted signals 
(Vi, Vq) to generate a down converted signal (V /f ) 
equal to at least one of (i) the sum and (ii) the difference 15 
of the first (Vi) and second (Vq) phase shifted signals, 
the down converted signal having a center fre- 
quency and an image band (i fM ), the image band being 
shifted from the center frequency and situated in the 
roll-off frequency region of the filter such that the 20 
filtered signal in the image band has asymmetric 
attenuation, 

wherein the first and second phase shifters phase shift the 
first aod second intermediate signals at a center fre- ^ 
quency shifted from the center frequency of the down 
converted signal so that the attenuation of the filtered 
signal (s^)/) in the image band by the down converter 
is asymmetric and substantially opposite the image 
rejection of the signal (s^ 1 ) by the filter such that the 3Q 
attenuation of the image band (f /A/ ) in the down con- 
verted signal (V /F ) is at least substantially symmetric 
and greater than the attenuation of the signal (s(t)j') by 
the filter. 

5. The image reject down converter as recited in claim 4, 35 
wherein the first phase-shifted signal is about forty five (45) 
degrees out of phase with respect to the first intermediate 
signal and the second phase-shifted signal is about one 
hundred thirty five (135) degrees out of phase with respect 

to the second intermediate signal. m 

6. The image reject down converter as recited in claim 4, 
wherein each of the first and second phase shifters includes 
a phase shifter input and a phase shifter output and com- 
prises: 

a first resistor connected between the phase shifter input 45 

and a first node, 
a first capacitor connected between the first node and a 

ground, 

a second capacitor connected between the phase shifter 
input and a second node, so 

a second resistor connected between the second node and 
the ground, and 

a buffer having a non-inverting input connected to the 
second node, an inverting input connected to the first 
node and an output connected to the phase shifter 55 
output. 

7. The image reject down converter as recited in claim 6, 
wherein values for the first and the second capacitors are 
determined by the following equation: 

60 

2.4142 



2/r* R*f { ff 



8. The image reject down converter as recited in claim 6, 
wherein values for the first and the second capacitors are 
determined by the following equation: 



1 



2.4142.2** Rmftp 



where "R" represents a value of the first and second resistors 65 
and i JF is the frequency at which the first and second 
intermediate signals are phase shifted. 



where "R" represents a value of the first and second resistors 
and f/p is the frequency at which the first and second input 
signals are phase shifted. 

9. An image reject down converter according to claim 4, 
wherein said input phase shifter module comprises: 

first and second mixers each having a first signal input 
which receives the filtered input signal and a second 
input; 

a local oscillator and an input phase shifter which together 
provide respective signals to the second inputs of the 
first and second mixers to generate the first and second 
intermediate signals. 

10. An image reject down converter according to claim 4, 
wherein said image reject down converter is embodied on an 
integrated circuit. 

11. An RF receiver, comprising: 

a filter which receives a modulated signal at a first center 
frequency and generates a filtered signal, the filter 
having a filter roll-off frequency region in which the 
attenuation of the filter varies with frequency; 

an image reject down converter which receives the filtered 
signal and outputs a down converted signal having a 
center frequency substantially lower than the first cen- 
ter frequency of the modulated signal, the down con- 
verter defining an image band shifted from the center 
frequency and being within the roll-off frequency 
region of the filter, said down converter phase shifting 
the filtered input signal into first and second interme- 
diate signals phase shifted with respect to each other by 
90 degrees, said down converter further including first 
and second phase shifters each phase shifting a respec- 
tive one of the first and second intermediate signals to 
generate first and second phase shifted signals, the first 
and second phase shifters phase shifting the first and 
second intermediate signals at a center frequency 
shifted from the center frequency of the down con- 
verted signal so that the image reject down converter 
asymmetrically attenuates the filtered signal in the 
image band in a manner substantially opposite the 
attenuation of the modulated signal by the filter so that 
the attenuation of the down converted signal in the 
image band is at least substantially symmetric and 
greater than the attenuation of the modulated signal by 
the filter in the image band. 

12. An RF receiver according to claim 11, further includ- 
ing a demodulator coupled to the image reject down con- 
verter and which demodulates the down converted signal. 

13. An RF receiver according to claim 12, wherein said 
image reject down converter is embodied on an integrated 
circuit. 

14. A method of down converting a signal, which signal 
is asymmetrically attenuated in a first frequency region, to 
generate a down converted signal, said method comprising: 

receiving the signal; 

phase shifting the received signal to generate first and 
second intermediate signals phase shifted with respect 
to each other by 90 degrees; 

phase shifting the first and second intermediate signals to 
generate first and second phase shifted signals; and 
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combining the first and second phase shifted signals to 
generate the down-converted equal to at least one of (i) 
the sum and (ii) the difference of the first and second 
phase shifted signals, the down converted signal having 
a center frequency and an image band spaced from the s 
center frequency and situated in the first frequency 
region, said phase shifting of the first and second 
intermediate signals being at a frequency different from 
the center frequency of the down converted signal to 
asymmetrically attenuate the received signal in the 10 
image band in a manner substantially opposite the 
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attenuation of the modulated signal so that the attenu- 
ation of the down converted signal in the image band is 
at least substantially symmetric. 
IS. The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the first 
phase-shifted signal is about forty five (45) degrees out of 
phase with respect to the first intermediate signal and the 
second phase-shifted signal is about one hundred thirty five 
(135) degrees out of phase with respect to the second 
intermediate signal. 

***** 
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